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For Immediate Release 
 
  

Veteran Tempe Fire Official Named Surprise Chief 
  
Surprise AZ  (April 4, 2016)   Tempe Assistant Fire Chief William Thomas Abbott will be the next 
Chief of the Surprise Fire-Medical Department, City Manager Chris Hillman announced today. 
 
"Chief Abbott's accomplishments and broad range of experience demonstrate he has the 
expertise to lead Surprise as a period of change emerges," Hillman says, citing advances in 
technology and the impact of new health care laws as examples. 
  
"During our process, he met with dozens of fire professionals, Surprise residents and community 
leaders, including Mayor Wolcott, Vice Mayor Hall and most of the City Council," Hillman added. 
"He was very well received and is also highly recommended by fire service professionals around 
the Valley who have worked with him in the course of his career."   
 
Abbott has served with Tempe Fire for 39 years, beginning as a firefighter and rising to become 
Assistant Fire Chief for Administrative Services over a year ago.  For 25 years has worked as an 
instructor at the International Association of Fire Fighters in Washington, D.C. He also taught Fire 
Science courses at Mesa Community College. He served 8 years as a part-time Fire Marshall for 
Motorola Semiconductor, working with local agencies to improve response to potential 
emergencies at the sprawling plant. 
 
Abbott holds a Master's degree in Security Studies, Homeland Defense and Security from the 
Naval Postgraduate School and a Bachelor's in Industrial Technology from Arizona State. His 
early-career education includes an Associate Degree in Fire Science from Mesa Community 
College.  
 
Abbott will fill the vacancy left by departing Surprise Fire-Medical Chief Michael White, who is 
retiring after 10 years as Chief. Abbott will begin May 12, Hillman says. He will earn $140,000 per 
year.  
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