
Jennifer Wesselhoff Resigns as President/CEO Sedona AZ Chamber 
of Commerce & Visitor Bureau; Accepts New Position in Park City UT 

 

    Before       After 

August 11, 2020 

 

Dear Chairman Lillie, 
 

Please accept this letter as formal notification that 
I am resigning from my position as President/CEO 

of the Sedona Chamber of Commerce & Tourism 
Bureau. My last day will be Friday, October 9, 

2020. 

 
Thank you so much for the opportunity to serve 

the beautiful community of Sedona for the last 
nineteen years.  I’ve greatly enjoyed and 

appreciated the opportunities I’ve had to 

continually learn, grow, and push myself - and our 
team - professionally and personally.   

This job has truly been one of the most rewarding 
of my career.  I’m proud of the many important 

issues and projects that we’ve tackled over the 
years.  We’ve made such great strides in 
positioning Sedona as a leader in global 

sustainable destination management and 
developing Arizona’s first Sustainable Tourism 

Plan, which will guide the destination for many 
years to come and will provide the foundation to 

protect the environment, enhance resident quality 

of life, build upon the robust economy and create 
positive visitor experiences. 

 
While some may say that this is not a good time 

for transition, I take some comfort in knowing 

that the foundation of our organization and 
community is strong.  Our staff is the most 

talented and dedicated that we have ever had and 
the Sedona|Safe.Clean.Ready campaign will serve 

as a guide to help businesses in keeping 
Sedonans safe while protecting lives and 

livelihoods.   

 
I hope that the board takes pride in the work that 

we’ve accomplished over the years from the most 
recent Fly Friendly agreement, improving 

Sedona’s quite skies, and generating hundreds of 

thousands of dollars for the trails to creating an 
environment where the arts and the environment 

are valued and revered. 

August 11, 2020 

 

Dear Chairman Lillie, 
 

Please accept this letter as formal notification that 
I am taking on a new position as CEO of the Park 

City, Utah Chamber and Convention and Visitors 
Bureau. I will resign my position as President/CEO 

of the Sedona Chamber of Commerce & Tourism 

Bureau effective Friday, October 9, 2020.   
 

The past 19 years have been the most rewarding 
of my career. I have been grateful every day for 

the opportunity to serve our beautiful community 

and support our business and civic leaders.  We 
have grown together, rising to new levels of 

partnership, sustainable economic development 
and quality of life.   

 
Together, we have positioned Sedona as a leader 

in global sustainable destination management 

with Arizona’s first Sustainable Tourism Plan. The 
Plan will guide tourism development for many 

years, providing strategic direction in protecting 
our unique environment, enhancing resident 

quality of life, building a robust economy and 

integrating life-changing  experiences for our 
visitors. The recent Fly Friendly agreement is just 

one example of the positive developments the 
Plan inspires. 

 

Transitions are never easy and always present 
unique challenges, in this case the COVID-19 

crisis.  You can be sure our organization is 
focused on the pandemic and ready to move 

Sedona forward. I am confident we will 
implement recovery plans while remaining 

flexible, working with the Board, the STERT 

group, government partners and the Arizona 
Office of Tourism.  The Sedona|Safe.Clean.Ready 

campaign demonstrates our responsiveness and 
excellent working relationships with residents, 

elected leaders and the businesses community -  

partners and non-partners alike.   
 



 
Most importantly, the people of this organization 

have become my family over the years.  The 

talented staff, the dedicated board, the 
passionate volunteers, and our dedicated 900 

partners have filled my cup more than I can 
count. I will miss the deep connections and those 

friendships and fond memories will stay with me 
forever. 

 

During this job, I’ve learned to be a better 
listener, to be more patient and to be a better 

communicator.  I tried my best to always be 
respectful and full of empathy for the many 

diverse opinions offered by our passionate 

citizens.  Most of all, this position has helped me 
to be more kind and caring despite  the personal 

and professional attacks over the years – 
because, after all, that is the Sedona way.  All of 

these lessons I will carry with me throughout my 
career and they will serve as a reminder of the 

Most Beautiful Place on Earth – in so many ways. 

My heartfelt gratitude goes to my predecessor, 
Char Beltran, who, in 2006, paved the way for my 

successful transition to the CEO position.  My 
profound thanks go to all the staff and board 

members who have served during my tenure.  For 

nearly two decades, I’ve worked hard to make 
them proud of our work, our team, our 

organization and our community. 
 

My sincere gratitude to you and the entire 

organization for the lessons and friendships 
bestowed upon me over the years.   

I look forward to watching the continued great 
work. 

 
Best regards, 

 

Jennifer Wesselhoff 

 

Our staff is the most talented and dedicated team 
we have ever assembled, and our Board 

represents Sedona’s finest civic and business 

leaders.  You, and the hundreds of people who 
touched my life during my tenure, have become 

family to me and changed me for the better. 
There is a special place in my heart for our 

volunteers. Their humor, spirit of service, love for 
Sedona and good sense have kept me grounded 

through good times and bad. I will miss you all.  

I am profoundly thankful to all the staff and board 
members who have served during my time with 

the Chamber.  For nearly two decades, we 
worked to make Sedonans proud, prosperous, 

sustainable and united.  I will always be grateful 

to my predecessor, Char Beltran, whose 
assistance was invaluable in helping me transition 

to the CEO position in 2006.    
 

The slings and arrows a leader must endure to be 
part of moving a community forward have made 

me a better listener, taught me patience and 

deepened my understanding of others. They have 
also sharpened my ability to articulate our vision 

clearly and passionately.  Our challenges have 
made me a more empathetic leader and 

broadened my vision.  Our many successes taught 

me to find common ground and bring people 
together in kindness – because that is the Sedona 

way. 
 

I will carry these lessons and the people behind 

them in my heart forever.  I have no doubt 
Sedona is destined to achieve greatness in all we 

aspire to achieve.  I look forward to watching 
great things happen – here in the Most Beautiful 

Place on Earth.  
 
 

With gratitude, 
 

Jennifer Wesselhoff 

 

 


