
Recommendation to City Council Regarding Traffic Management, 
Transit, Tax Extension, August 5, 2020 

 

                  BEFORE      AFTER 
 

 
Dear Mayor Moriarty & City Council, 
 
Thank you to the City Council and staff for your 
continued commitment to the Sustainable 
Tourism Plan (STP) in an effort to improve 
Sedona’s quality of life, to support a robust 
economy, to protect the environment and to 
create a positive visitor experience.  Public 
transportation touches each of these pillars of 
the STP.  
 
The Chamber has been advocating for public 
transit for more than 10 years.  Today, we are 
writing in support of hiring a transportation 
manager and utilizing the existing sales tax to 
subsidize the system. 
 
A talented and experienced transit manager can 
provide an informed, professional, and honest 
assessment of how to move transit from a 
concept to a reality.  This person can create a 
tactical plan to achieve Council’s goals and the 
community’s desires for transit.  This person can 
also apply and gain access to additional funding 
for this project.   
 
The Chamber has been a long supporter of public 
transit.  In preparing this letter of support for 
AB2462, I came across a letter we wrote to City 
Council, dated June 20, 2011. Experts are 
italicized below. 
 
The Transit Taskforce worked diligently over the 
last year (2010) in an effort to find a sustainable 
solution to public transportation in Sedona.  
Although the taskforce is disheartened to see the 
RoadRunner Circulator discontinued, we still 
believe that there is a need and a desire to 
investigate future opportunities for public 
transportation in the Uptown/Gallery District and 
throughout the entire community, including West 
Sedona and the Village of Oak Creek.   
 
Public transit is an integral part of the Sustainable 
Tourism Plan and can be used as a solution to 

 
Dear Mayor Moriarty & City Council, 
 
Congratulations to you and to staff for last 
month’s completion of the Uptown SIM project. 
The permanent improvements advance all four 
pillars of the Sustainable Tourism Plan: resident 
quality of life; the environment; economy quality 
and our visitor experience.   
 
Today, we encourage you to continue Sedona’s 
transportation progress by hiring a full-time 
transit manager. 
Sedona requires a talented, experienced transit 
professional to provide the direction that will 
move transit from a concept to a reality.  We 
believe a transit manager is critical to developing 
and implementing the technical transit plans the 
Council and community require. We also believe 
a transit manager will add expertise in accessing 
additional transportation funding.  
 
The Chamber has advocated for public transit for 
more than 10 years. I recently came across a 
letter we wrote to City Council regarding the 
work of the ad hoc Transit Taskforce dated June 
20, 2011. An excerpt: 
 
The Transit Taskforce worked diligently…to find a 
sustainable solution to public transportation in 
Sedona. We still believe there is a need and a 
desire to investigate future opportunities for 
public transportation in the Uptown/Gallery 
District and throughout the entire community, 
including West Sedona and the Village of Oak 
Creek.   
 
That determination has never wavered. The 
Chamber supports public transit as an integral 
part of the Sustainable Tourism Plan goal of 
decreasing  vehicular traffic.  As with the Uptown 
SIM project, we believe public transit done right 
will advance all four pillars of the STP. 
 
Cities across America typically subsidize public 
transit because of its overall benefit to the 



decrease vehicular traffic on our roads.  Public 
transit is subsidized by cities across America for 
the benefit of their residents, businesses and 
visitors.  A transit system benefits those who 
choose to ride, as well as those who have no 
other choice - and supports businesses and 
attractions along and nearby the route.   
 
Public transportation not only helps achieve 
economic vitality and helps circulate money 
throughout the community, but it also positions 
Sedona as a community that values eco-friendly 
and sustainable transportation solutions as well 
as supports economic vitality for our businesses, 
and ease of transport for our visitors. Just as 
importantly, public transit gets more cars off of 
Sedona’s already congested roadways and will be 
a critical component to the future quality of life 
for our residents. 
 
In 2011, we advocated that public transportation 
be subsidized by existing tourism revenue (more 
than 77% of the City’s sales taxes collected come 
from visitors) and today, we continue to support 
the use of the tax for this purpose.   
 
We believe that an innovative system could be 
developed and implemented to move visitors 
through the Sedona and the surrounding area 
and the tourism industry would like to be part of 
the solution. 
 
Today, we are steadfast in our support of public 
transit.  We encourage you to utilize every tool in 
your toolbox to find innovative and modern 
solutions to transit, including leveraging federal 
dollars to support our goal of a fully integrated 
and robust transit system.    
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Jenifer Wesselhoff 
President/CEO 
Sedona Chamber of Commerce & Tourism Bureau 
 

community. Transit systems improve daily life for 
those who choose to ride and for those who have 
no other options, making communities more 
attractive and livable.  Public transit 
demonstrably supports business growth along  
routes while making access to local attractions 
easier. Just as important, well-planned public 
transit can reduce traffic congestion, an ongoing 
challenge for Sedona. 
 
Public transportation also positions Sedona as a 
community that values eco-friendly solutions and 
ease of movement for our visitors. In the more 
competitive tourism market we will face post 
COVID-19, and with the increasing desire of 
visitors to support sustainable destinations, 
transit will be a critical attractor and economic 
amenity. 
 
In 2011, we advocated using sales tax revenues 
(77% of which are provided by tourism) to help 
support the costs of public transit. Today, we 
reiterate our support for that model by 
encouraging Council to extend the 2018 one-half 
cent transportation sales tax beyond its 2028 
expiration date, utilizing the revenue as a 
dedicated funding source to help defray the costs 
of a comprehensive transit system. We believe 
attractive, efficient and comfortable public 
transit will add excitement to the Sedona 
experience and draw the appreciation of visitors 
and residents. The tourism industry is eager to be 
part of the solution (by continuing to grow 
responsibly and sustainably, increasing tourism 
revenue to the city). 
 
We encourage you to utilize every tool to build 
innovative and modern transit solutions. We 
support the hiring of a transit manager and the 
establishment of a permanent dedicated funding 
source as critical next steps. 
Sincerely, 

 
Jenifer Wesselhoff 
President/CEO 
Sedona Chamber of Commerce & Tourism Bureau 
 

 


